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Naomi Hirst La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #9
In 1998, a shy, quiet and reserved Naomi joined the soccer club. While Nai had played many sports, she had never played soccer before. However, it was clearly evident from the beginning that Nai had a passion to be the best at whatever she did. 

The combination of her competitive spirit, and, shall we say, unorthodox style led to many opposition players left battered and bruised wondering what had hit them. Matt Carmichael can vouch for that. All you would hear was a “Sorry” or a “whoops”, as you lay in agony on the ground. She has improved significantly since then. Now she says “shit, sorry” or “stay out of way and you won’t get hit”

Nai became a stalwart of the women’s team and cemented her place in the defence, for obvious reasons. The underlying aspect of Nai’s playing career is her unwavering commitment to the team. Nai has been with the team as they rose to the dizzying heights of the Premier League to the lows of going a season without a win, and has never mentioned leaving the club. In fact, since Nai has joined she has played with no less than 138 different players in her 10 years.

Highlighting the high regard her fellow teammates have of Naomi, Nai has won 6 player’s play awards. Nai won 5 in a row beginning in 1999 and won the 6th in 2005. 

Even though Nai’s can boast an impressive playing record, it is fair to say her most influence has been off the pitch. From early on Nai, became emmersed in organising the team. While this is a thankless task, it is relatively easy to get players to play when you are winning. It is during the the unsucceful times, where Nai showed her true colours working tirlessly to ensure the women fielded a team week after week. While it takes 11 committed players to have a team, I doubt anybody would argue the point that there wouldn’t be a women’s team at La Trobe University if it was not for Nai.
For that know Nai, you can all be testament of her organisational skills. For those that don’t now, Nai would have a spread sheet keeping track of who attended training, who was available for games, who scored goals, everybody’s contact details, and I even think she had contact details of their partners as well. Every game, Nai will have a bucket of lollies for the girls at half times.

Nai has also been a member of the committee over the years. Nai has spent 6 years on the committee as either FFV rep or fund raiser officer/social coordinator. The passion Nai brought to the committee was unforgettable. The shy, quiet, reserved player we welcomed in 1998 was soon left behind. Nai, ensured that all teams (especially the women) were given fair consideration in any decision made for the club. She made sure the women’s team had a voice, and what a voice it had. As Bobby McGuiness soon found out Nai is always ready to fight for what she believes in. He got it perfect when he coined Nai’s catch phrase “No, you’re wrong”. Nai was awarded an Outstanding Service Award from the University in 2004 for her extensive work at the club. 

It is with great pleasure that we induct, the first woman, Naomi Hirst as the 9th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.[image: image1.jpg]LA TROBE
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