[image: image2.png]¥ LA TROBE

UNIVERSITY
SOCCER CLUB




Thomas Nehrmann La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #8
Tom joined the club in 1975, when the club was playing in 2nd Division of the Amateurs. When Tom joined the club he was a larger than life character. In the 20 years Tom played for the club, finishing in 1995, one can say he stayed true to himself, others would say he just never changed.

Tom quickly found himself in the heart of the team playing a pivotal role in the defence. Although, if you speak to Tom you will find that he considered himself more as a creative midfielder. His importance to the defence was exemplified by Tom winning 2 best and fairest awards, in 1980 and 1983. By the early 80’s Tom became part of arguably the best defensive unit La Trobe has ever seen with Tony Mason, Jim Zapsalis and Gerry Boontjes. 
Tom’s ability was recognised state-wide when he captained the Victorian Amateur Representative Team in 1986. This team played the curtain raiser for the Australia vs Czechoslovakia friendly game at Olympic Park. Tom finished playing for the club in 1995, when he went out in a blaze of glory winning the reserves Best & Fairest.  His efforts for the club were recognised at the 40th anniversary dinner, where Tom was selected as a reserve player in the best team of the first 40 years of the club.

Further to Tom’s outstanding playing career, Tom was a great contributor off the field. Tom’s affable natures lead him to the natural committee position of social coordinator from 1982 to 1984. La Trobe University Soccer Club has always prided itself as a great social club and Tom ensured the members had great social events. 

In 1985 Tom, along with Keith Lomas and Derek Morgan, coached the seniors and reserves for 3 years. They formed a great combination ensuring the team remained competitive. However, the debate still rages on to this day about the great demise of Tom Newman as coach. The committee of the time insist that they sacked him, while Tom insists he resigned.

In 1992, Tom rejoined the committee as a university representative and in 1995 was Team manager for the seniors.  

One of Tom’s greatest legacies though, will be the formation of the Past Players Association (The PPA). Tom, as is his social nature, formed the PPA to allow the core group of past players to have regular gatherings so as to not lose touch. The PPA has been vital in helping establish the clubs history over the last few years, from honour board details to working out the best team of the first 40 years. 

Further to Tom’s outstanding social efforts, it is a strong rumour that Tom did several documentaries on the life as La Trobe Uni Soccer player. One such documentary was taken on the bus in 1986 as the team went down to Frankston to play a game. It was recorded on an 8 track and is reported to be buried amongst Tom’s possessions. The club is looking for volunteers to go to his house and find these recordings.  
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It is with great pleasure that club inducts Thomas Nehrmann as the 8th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.

