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Paul Allister La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #6
Paul joined the club in 1978 and  was a regular at right full back for many years with the Latrobe first and second eleven.

His limited ability was juxtaposed by his unlimited enthusiasm for the game. A great West Ham supporter he was our very our Billy Bonds. His overlapping runs down the right wing were the stuff legends are made of and the sight of him dragging on a Malboro at half time after making two or three of these in a half made you wonder what this man was made of.

The day he broke his leg was after one of these marathon thrusts down the wing, when he left his right leg dangling as he tried to jump over an impending tackle. Alas he didn’t make it! The resultant crack that echoed across the Lower playing fields as impact occurred stopped us all and we watched in horror at the sight that lay before us we wondered if we should ring the ambulance or just get the screen out.

When finally the ambulance had taken him to hospital and with the fog rolling in and barely enough light to see the other end of the pitch the referee recommenced the game. In traditional Latrobe fashion we “did it for Paul” and promptly scored two goals in the last 5 minutes and won the match in pitched darkness!

We visited him in hospital that evening gave him the good news which he celebrated with a can of VB that we had smuggled in. 
Paul’s enthusiasm on the field was if not matched then outdone by his enthusiasm off the field. He held various positions at Latrobe but his most prominent being club president from 1979 To 1986.

As with most off field efforts they tend to go unnoticed until someone else has to do them and his tireless work at the SARA & VSF functions was done with minimum fuss. He often made the trip down to Soccer headquarters late on a Friday afternoon to collect the cards of those suspended players so we could field a team the following Sunday. 

He was instrumental in negotiations with SARA and in the awarding of a University Blue the Tony Mason and organised for the “committee” to attend the award ceremony and wine and dine courtesy of the University.

During this time at the club he organised many functions – the premier event being the mid year Non Talent Night where most members of the club got to show off their artistic side. Paul was always an active participant at these nights usually dazzling the crowd with a song accompanied by a tune on the guitar. 

He left Melbourne to go to Sydney for work commitments and this marked the end of his tenure at Latrobe. He did however find a soccer club in Sydney and was always planning a challenge match between them and a Latrobe team. Unfortunately, not having a Paul Allister at Latrobe we could never quite organise it. Paul did return to Melbourne on several occasions and always endeavoured to see a game or at least catch up with some of the players for a drink and chat.

Unfortunately Paul is no longer with us but he is fondly remembered by all who knew him and is sadly missed by his friends at Latrobe.
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It is with great pleasure that club inducts Paul Allister as the 6th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.
