[image: image2.png]¥ LA TROBE

UNIVERSITY
SOCCER CLUB




Matthew Carmichael La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #5
Matt joined the club in 1992.  In his first year he played reserves until one lucky day, when one of the senior players broke his leg and Matt got his opportunity and never looked back.  Maybe this explains the way Matt plays soccer.  I guess he figured if he could injury everybody else, he would be guaranteed a game in the seniors.

Matt continued playing seniors until 2003. In that time Matt was twice leading goal scorer, in 1995 and 1999, and also awarded the player’s player award in 1998 and 2002.  He continued playing reserves and thirds until 2005.  And there is some talk he may be back next year.

But whilst Matt has been a good player for the club, his strength lies in what he does for the club off the field.  

From the very beginning, Matt placed great value on immersing himself into the club.  He took this to another level in 1997 when he became the equipment officer.  In 1998, Matt took on the role of the club room officer, although if you know Matt, he was more like the club room Nazi. In 1999, Matt took on the responsibility of president, which he did for another 5 years.  In total Matt has served 7 years on the committee making him the second longest serving committee member and second longest serving president.

Needless to say Matt put everything into the club and made many scarifies for the club, which we won’t go into now, but those that have been around the club know and appreciate it.  Without any disrespect to previous presidents, I think it is safe to say Matt had a vision for the club that nobody had ever had before.  Matt always believed we could do things better and be a successful club, both on and off the park.  When Matt became president, he had a 5 year plan, and it is with great admiration I can say he went a long way to achieving his vision.

On field, the club went from 2 men’s teams and 1 women’s team to 3 men’s teams, 1 veteran’s team and 2 women’s teams, going from around 50 members to over 100 members.  

Off field the club improved as well.  One of the first things Matt did as president was to join the SARA finance committee to fight for the club’s fair share of funding.  He was successful in improving the club’s profile within SARA and making our club one of the more influential clubs within SARA.

We went from a club that struggled year to year to one that consistently makes a profit.  The importance of this will be highlighted in the next few years.  Without the changes Matt made to the club and with the introduction of the VSU, I can say with some certainty the club would most fold in the not too distant future.

The other side to Matt is his social side.  From memory, I don’t think Matt has ever missed a function.  In 1994, he attended the first End of Season Trip with only about 6 others, starting a tradition that has lasted the test of time – Oldies v Youngies.  In 1997 Matt took on the responsibility of organising the End of Season Trip.  I think the reason he did this was more to punish everybody else.  

To further demonstrate Matt’s commitment to the club, he has volunteered to organise the club’s 40th anniversary dinner next year.  Not only will he be organising the night, but he will be trying to track down as many past players as possible.  The club has had more than 600 players in its history.
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It is with great pleasure that club inducts Matthew Carmichael as the 5th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.

