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Mark Allister La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #6
Mark Allister first came to the club in the late 1970’s. He would come to training every Tuesday and Thursday night with his brother Paul.  Paul would always drive because Mark was only 15 or 16. 

The first thing you noticed about Mark was that he was quick…very quick. Indeed he was nicknamed ‘the rabbit’ because he could run as fast as a rabbit and, however at that stage he had about as much skill as a rabbit.

Mark played for the reserves for many years as the flashy right winger who could kick the impossible goal and miss the obvious ones that many players claim they could have put in with their…little toe.

It wasn’t long before Mark, like his brother Paul, started to put his time and energy into helping to run the club. Now in those days, Mark was not only a pivotal Committee member but also managed to play two games every Sunday afternoon because we only had about 17 or 18 players on the books.

As his skills increased so did his work for the Club. Mark became Treasurer in the early 1980’s and managed the Club’s finances so well that we managed to stay afloat and had enough money over to subsidise some of the end of season trips. As well, every Club event always included a raffle with a camera from “Teds’ Camera Store” as the main price. Mark won numerous Best and Fairest Awards for the Reserves and was also the Leading Goal Scorer for many years in the 1980’s.  As well, Mark was a member of the first La Trobe Soccer Club to win a Championship- the Reserves Championship in 1985 and the following year 1986.

Apart from his on field efforts Mark is a worthy Life Member for his hours of selfless dedication and hard work for the Club at a time when the Club had small membership and almost every player was a Committee member. His efforts as Treasurer and, later, as Secretary and President ensured that not only the Club survived but actually was in a much better shape when he finally retired than when the skinny teenager first came down in the late ‘70’s.

And there would not be one former player who hasn’t got his Duty Free camera from Mark.

Since retiring Mark has been an active member of the PPA, Past Players Association or as some unkind wife has called it…the pissed and past it association.

To those of us who have known Mark all these years, who went to his wedding and who were there at the tragic loss of his brother Paul, we are proud to say that Mark is our former team mate, our friend and above all a great mate
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It is with great pleasure that club inducts Mark Allister as the 4th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.
