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John Antonopoulos La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #11
John joined the club in 1989, when the club was playing in 1st Division of the Amateurs. While John displayed a quiet and unassuming nature off the field, his ability on the park was always evident. His ability to get around players and his keen sense for goal made him a regular senior player by the early 90’s. John continued to play in the seniors till the early 2000’s before moving onto the Reserve’s, Third’s and finally the Old Boys.

Remarkably, John was a member of championship winning teams for 4 straight years. His first championship was with the Reserve’s in 2004. Between 2005 and 2007, he played with the championship winning Men’s Thirds team.

John’s distinguished on-field contribution is more than matched by his tireless work off the field. His off-field contribution has been pivotal in the transformation of the club. While his committee time has been relatively short, in comparison to some, his influence on the direction of the club has been substantial. 

John first joined the committee in 2005 as the FFV representative. John quickly forged a good relationship with the FFV which has served the club well since.

In 2006 John took on the daunting role of Canteen and Equipment manager. In this role John redefined the running and expectations of the canteen. John took the canteen from a marginal source of income to a primary source of income for the club. He put in place several practices that are still being used.
In 2007 John took on the role of Secretary of the club. But the work John has taken on board has been far greater than just this role. John has ensured that the club runs smoothly by managing communications between members, the FFV and fellow committee members. Further to this, John has overseen player registrations, represents the club at the FFV, and is strongly involved with hiring and reviews of coaching staff. Furthermore, he has played a large part in the club moving forward to ensure the on-field progression the club has had over the last five years has been matched by an equal off-field progression.
However, it is fair to say, despite John’s on-field and off-field contributions, he will be remembered for two defining things. The first is the Goosestep. John has made this move his own and over the years has continually confused opponent and team mate alike, not knowing which way he was going. Some have argued that he himself didn’t know. The second is being the only person at LUSC to have had a song written just for them. The song was first sung in 1995 and has continued to this day!
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It is with great pleasure that club inducts John Antonopoulos as the 11th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.
