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Gabriel Phillips La Trobe University Soccer Club Life Membership #10
Gab joined the club in 1993 and from the very beginning he proved what he lacked in “stature” was made up for with speed and skill - not to mention voice.  Gab very quickly made a name for himself in the goal mouth in both the reserve and senior squad (often both teams in one day). Even though he was a very “energetic” goal keeper he always had a desire to play “out in the field” and when Gab wants something he goes for it, and usually gets it. Eventually Gab forged himself a spot in the senior squad on the right wing and, he would say, became a force to be reckoned with.
Gab continued to play in the senior squad until 2005. He then moved into the reserves team until 2007 and has come full circle currently playing in the Old Boys team with many of the same team mates from his early years at the club.
His passion for soccer is evident in his commitment to the club over so many years, dedicating as much time off the field as he did training and on the field. His off field involvement kicked off when he “volunteered” to coach the first women’s team in 1995, no doubt with an ulterior motive. It surprised everyone when this actually worked and a sensible young lady, Rosie, came on the scene. A marriage and two beautiful children later, you could almost say Gab owes the club as much as it owes him. Gab’s off field involvement developed further when he became an official committee member, starting as VWSA rep. Over the last 8 years Gab has held many committee and 2 coaching positions. In 2006 Gab took on the responsibility of club president and, in true Gab style; he took to it with much enthusiasm and a strong voice... I mean vision. 
In all this time Gab has also made a name for himself as the Ultimate End of Season Trip organiser. With the clubs End of Season Trip originating back in 1994 as a weekend away with a few team mates in Lorne, with Gabs enthusiasm, it has now evolved to interstate spectaculars involving fun challenges and activities, along with all the usual frivolities. With more players than ever attending, he must be congratulated for his ability to herd a motley crew safely onto their flights home. 
Back on a serious note though, this demonstrates the other side of Gab’s passion for the club. Throughout his years he has (not so quietly) gone about injecting a true sense of “club” to La Trobe, dedicating time to making visible the clubs strong history.  This was ultimately shown when he played a lead part in the team that organised the 40th Anniversary dinner in 2007. The large number of past and present players at the dinner saw how far the club has come and was no doubt impressed, and to Gab’s credit he presented the now spectacular honour board that ensures everyone clearly sees and feels the club’s history. 
In 2008, Gab’s ongoing dedication to this club was recognised by the La Trobe Sports Committee when he was awarded with the La Trobe University Outstanding Service Award for services rendered to the soccer club – one of only 11 given in the clubs history. 

Gab is especially proud of this club, and with the major part he has played in making it all that it is today - I think you will all agree, that he has every right to be.
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It is with great pleasure that club inducts Gabriel Phillips as the 10th Life Member of the La Trobe University Soccer Club.
